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Prayer is powerful. God is all heart, and He knows ours fully. Prayer is an intimate 
connection with our Creator, who hears us and loves us. Jesus sacrificed His life to forever 
open up the lines of communication between us and our great and holy God. Prayer 
doesn’t have to be organized. There are no requirements for prayer. Prayer is simply 
talking to God. It’s a conversation. It’s a relationship. 
 
How is your prayer life? If one of your resolutions for the New Year is to become a person 
of prayer, we have a few tips for you. The following suggestions are meant to stir what 
God is already speaking to your heart. 
 
Here are ten ways to pray bigger prayers in the New Year: 
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1. Pray the Word of God 
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There is power in the name of Jesus, and John 1:1 reminds, “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (NIV) Praying the Word of 
God, and speaking Jesus’ name brings the power of God’s presence into our everyday 
lives. Our purposeful God chooses to communicate to us through His the Truth in His 
Word. 
 
Scripture is layered in God’s love for us, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are 
able to connect it to our everyday lives. Spend time in God’s Word daily, and pray the 
Scriptures He highlights. The Bible promises, when we seek Him, we will find Him. In our 
everyday lives, we can meet with Him, praying for the perspective to see the way He is 
weaving it into our daily situations. 
 
2. Pray Big Things 
 
God is not unable to fulfill big requests in our lives, so long as they align with His will. 
Discerning which dreams are futile and worldly, and which are God-planted, can be hard 
to discern at times. Lift up every beautiful dream to God, because He is the God of all 
…including our dreams! He already knows our hearts better than we do. Our faithful 
Father matures us in Jesus’ with every faithful step we take towards Him. Important, 
though, after we share our dreams with God, is to pray His will above all else. If our 
dreams do not align with God’s will and purpose for our lives, we don’t want them to 
come true! Always pray for God’s perspective and overarching will in life over any dreams 
we have and plans we make. 
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3. Pray for the People God Has Placed in Your Proximity 
 
God places us purposefully in this life, and surrounds us with people to encourage …and 
others to encourage us. It’s good to honor those people in our prayers, and express our 
gratitude for family, friends, and community. Before we walk out into our day, it’s 
important to think of the people our lives border, and to lift them up to God in prayer. He 
hears us! It matters when we pray for our neighbors, and those who we know are hurting, 
sick, or lost. Pray even bigger, including those who we don’t know yet, but will cross our 
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paths today or in the near future. Pray for eyes to see those around us as He does, and to 
be an extension of His love to them. 
 
4. Pray for Purpose 
 
Humanity, created in God’s very image, is purposed to honor and glorify Him. Each in our 
own unique way, knit together with different personality combinations and talents, we 
have the opportunity to participate in the furthering of God’s Kingdom. Jesus told His 
followers in the Sermon on the Mount to “Go!” and tell the good news they had heard. It’s 
a command still ringing true today, our lives the very feet carrying the Gospel to the far 
corners of the globe. Our jobs, careers, educations, service, and statures in life are all 
meant for one purpose …that every ear will have the opportunity to hear the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and His gift of salvation. We are living life to the full, as Jesus died for us to 
do, when we are operating within the will of God for our lives. 
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5. Pray for Perspective 
 
Perspective can be easily skewed by social media, marketing, and calendars full of 
business. Quiet the noise for a portion of each day to adopt God’s perspective. Pray for 
the ability to see people through His eyes. When we fail to slow enough to really see each 
other, we miss the chance to fill our hearts by the opportunity to serve others. A friendly 
conversation at the checkout line, instead of rushing through our mind’s agenda, can 
bless a soul that desperately wants to be noticed. Our smile is valuable. Our friendly 
“Hello” life-giving, especially when we attach a name we’ve remembered to it. God’s work 
is in the big things, yes, but the big things we do for God are anchored in the small specs 
of love we spread as walk through our lives. 
 
6. Pray for Enemies 
 
Ugh. It’s easier to pray for the demise of our enemies than it is to remember they, too, are 
fearfully and wonderfully made by OUR Creator, Provider, Sustainer, and Good …Good 
Father. Praying for our enemies in light of who God made and purposed them to be goes 
beyond asking Him to help us forgive them. When we pray the best for people who have 
wronged us, God blesses us. Big faith is mature and wise beyond what we understand 
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…and WANT to do. When we pray big things, for our enemies, we experience the peace of 
God that surpasses all understanding. As all His commands are, praying for our enemies 
is for the good of our own hearts. 
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7. Pray Prayers of Praise for Who God Is 
 
Big prayers start with big praise for our unsurpassable God. Start by naming the 
characteristics of God. He is all-knowing, everywhere, completely fair, always good, the 
very definition of love and compassion, forgiving, understanding, caring, and relational. 
Recall and include the big things God as done: miraculous healing, peace, purpose, 
provision, and the beautiful ways He’s chosen to decorate the scene in nature that 
surrounds us. 
 
Play or sing a favorite worship song as the beginning of prayer. God gave us music to 
express what we cannot simply say …and our Great God can be hard to capture in words 
…or even a song! Recognizing who He always is and will be sets the stage for big prayers 
that move mountains. 
 
8. Pray Prayers of Gratitude for What God Has Done 
 
Gratitude is clinically proven to improve our psyche. God knows it’s good for us to recall 
our blessings, especially in times of trial. Some of the biggest prayers are the ones 
muttered through a soggy and crumpled up state, but capped with “I love You, I thank 
You, I trust You, You are good, God.” Big faith has the courage to remain grateful despite 
pain, injustice, loss, and sadness. Our joy isn’t fleeting like happiness, but a sustaining 
hope. When we intentionally set aside time and make the effort to recall the ways God 
has moved in our lives, we will find a rich treasure full of godly gratitude. 
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9. Pray for Increased Trust in God 
 
Praying big means trusting God’s plan for our lives, not asking Him to trust us with ours. 
If we’re not careful, we’ll pray for Him to put a stamp of approval and blessing on the big 
dreams we’ve mapped out! Big prayers not only trust God with the big picture of life, but 
the mundane details vying for our attention throughout the day. Scripture tells us to 
“pray continually,” which allows us to consider what God is prompting us to do as we 
walk through our days. Do we accept those little whisperings to text that friend or call 
that sibling to check in on them? Are we available to listen when He intends to comp 
coffee for the car behind us or pop in to visit someone who is alone? When we pray for 
God to use us in big ways …He will! But sometimes, it’s the smallest acts of obedience that 
make the largest eternal difference. It’s a matter of the heart. 
 
10. Pray for Provision and Prosperity 
 
God knows the number our days here on earth, and when they are finished, we cannot 
take anything we’ve accumulated in this life with us onto heaven. A big prayer life keeps 
that perspective priority. Our good Father blesses us more than we can ask for or imagine 
in this life. Sometimes, it’s monetary and material things for us to enjoy, but we are never 
to cling to them. 
 
In our prayer lives, we can diligently ask God to be the God of our finances and material 
possessions. Acknowledging all we have is His, and from Him, guards our hearts against 
pride and idols. Colossians 3:23 admonishes us to work hard in everything our hands find 
to do. God is the reason we are, have, and do anything. 
 
Prayer is the most powerful weapon we have on this earth. God hears us, loves us, defends 
us, and provides for us. His compassion for us is inexplicable. As we pray big things, let 
us discover more and more about our amazing God. 
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